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proportions of husbands than wives to re-
port condom use. When we examine the
proportion of couples in which only the hus-
band reports condom use, we find that this
may be an important explanation for the dis-
crepancy. The proportion ranges from less
than 1% in Egypt, Morocco and Niger to 6%
in Kenya (Table 5); the average is 3% for Sub-
Saharan Africa. The results are also very sim-
ilar for monogamous and polygynous cou-
ples in most countries (not shown).

Furthermore, among couples in which
only the husband reports use of a modern
method, the proportion of use that is due
to husbands’ reporting of condom use
ranges from 8% in Morocco to 84% in
Malawi. This proportion is more than one-
half in eight countries and close to one-half
in three others. The only countries where
this proportion is low (21% or less) are
Bangladesh, Egypt and Morocco. Thus, al-
though other factors may contribute to the
observed differences between husbands’
and wives’ reporting of modern method
use, the role of differential reporting of con-
dom use seems to be very important. What-
ever the explanation, these discrepancies
also emphasize the importance of obtain-
ing information from both men and women
when measuring contraceptive prevalence.

Fertility Intentions and Contraceptive Use
Assuming that individuals who want no
more children or wish to postpone child-
bearing practice contraception, it is easy
to see why contraceptive use will be high
when both spouses want to stop or post-
pone childbearing and low when both
want to have another child. However,
whether and to what extent contraceptives
are used in situations where spouses dis-
agree about their intentions is the ques-
tion. Do couples use contraceptives more
when the husband wants more children
and the wife does not or when the wife
wants more and the husband does not?
Where men are favored in terms of access
to household and community resources
and recognition, do they also have a
greater influence on contraceptive use?

The data largely confirm the predicted
direction of method use among couples
who are in agreement. Except in Côte
d’Ivoire, use of modern methods is high-
est when spouses agree to stop child-
bearing (Table 6). The proportion of cou-
ples in this category who are using
modern methods ranges from 14% in Côte
d’Ivoire to 87% in Brazil; it exceeds 20%
in 16 countries. On the other hand, in most
countries, modern method use is lowest
among couples who agree to have more
children. The level of use for this group of

Table 6. Unadjusted and adjusted percentages of married couples using modern contracep-
tives, by fertility preferences, according to country

Country All Wants no more children Both χ2 df

Husband Both Wife
want or F

only only
more

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
Burkina Faso (N=462)
Unadjusted 11.9 26.8 31.1 16.8 8.4 18.6** 3
Adjusted 11.9 22.5 26.0 17.6 9.1 5.3 3

Cameroon (N=284)
Unadjusted 5.2 0.0 44.2 5.6 1.7 72.9** 3
Adjusted u u u u u u u

Central African Republic (N=453)
Unadjusted 6.1 0.0 23.4 6.1 5.2 17.4** 3
Adjusted u u u u u u u

Côte d'Ivoire (N=585)
Unadjusted 8.8 23.6 13.5 7.3 7.8 7.1 3
Adjusted 8.8 15.5 9.0 6.3 8.8 2.1 3

Ghana (N=355)
Unadjusted 20.6 24.0 27.7 25.7 15.9 6.2 3
Adjusted 20.6 15.8 30.5 31.8 14.6 7.2 3

Kenya (N=909)
Unadjusted 38.3 36.8 54.6 29.7 23.6 76.6** 3
Adjusted 38.3 25.4 58.7 42.7 18.2 66.8** 3

Malawi (N=498)
Unadjusted 16.0 24.8 39.0 16.0 9.1 36.7** 3
Adjusted 16.0 26.8 40.6 18.3 8.0 19.4** 3

Mali (N=770)
Unadjusted 9.1 15.9 23.3 16.5 7.1 15.8** 3
Adjusted 9.1 11.1 30.3 22.1 6.0 11.3** 3

Niger (N=925)
Unadjusted 3.3 4.7 6.3 6.7 2.9 3.2 3
Adjusted u u u u u u u

Senegal (N=326)
Unadjusted 9.5 28.6 57.1 12.2 5.9 26.7** 3
Adjusted u u u u u u u

Tanzania (N=592)
Unadjusted 12.5 7.5 25.1 19.1 9.5 14.4** 3
Adjusted 12.5 5.8 37.0 17.7 8.3 6.6 3

Uganda, 1995 (N=704)
Unadjusted 11.5 10.6 28.4 11.8 6.9 33.8** 3
Adjusted 11.5 8.7 28.5 17.3 5.8 24.6** 3

Zimbabwe, 1994 (N=532)
Unadjusted 60.8 68.4 68.8 72.3 53.0 15.6** 3
Adjusted 60.8 66.9 76.2 73.7 49.6 1.5 3

OTHER REGIONS
Bangladesh (N=2,855)
Unadjusted 46.8 37.8 58.4 35.9 28.9 216.0** 3
Adjusted 46.8 33.9 61.5 32.2 24.5 114.2** 3

Brazil (N=1,159)
Unadjusted 79.5 52.1 87.1 54.4 66.3 97.4** 3
Adjusted 79.5 51.3 89.8 49.6 58.1 53.8** 3

Egypt (N=2,059)
Unadjusted 53.8 35.1 64.8 56.9 28.5 202.5** 3
Adjusted 53.8 34.1 65.2 50.8 31.1 51.5** 3

Morocco (N=548)
Unadjusted 45.8 40.9 59.6 47.1 30.6 37.1** 3
Adjusted 45.8 35.0 62.1 45.5 29.7 8.5* 3

Pakistan (N=1,049)
Unadjusted 14.0 10.4 31.6 13.2 3.8 120.1** 3
Adjusted 14.0 7.5 32.5 12.4 3.9 60.8** 3

*p=.05. **p=.01. Notes: Adjusted proportions were estimated by controlling for both spouses’ age and education, residence and num-
ber of living children. u=unavailable because at least one category of the joint fertility preference variable has fewer than 20 cases.


