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21–22. Black women had the highest rate
and Hispanic women the lowest rate of
dual condom-pill use. Black women also
had a higher rate of condom use alone.
Family income was not strongly associat-
ed with dual condom and pill use or with
use of condoms alone, although women
whose annual family income was below
poverty level were more likely to combine

ses because use of such combinations was
too rare to be examined analytically.

We stratified the remaining sample into
respondents who had used the pill and
those who had not. We used logistic re-
gression to estimate the influence of each
independent variable on use of condoms
in each group. Separate analyses were con-
ducted for young men and young women.
We performed the regression analyses
using SUDAAN software to account for
the complex, weighted sampling design. 

Results 
The most common methods used by
young women at last intercourse to pre-
vent pregnancy were the condom and the
pill (37% and 31%, respectively), followed
by withdrawal (13%) and other methods
(3%). Sixteen percent reported using no
method for contraception. 

While 37% of young women reported
that they had used a condom at last in-
tercourse to prevent pregnancy, a total of
44% said they had used a condom. Most
of the additional women had used a con-
dom in combination with another meth-
od. Dual use was most common among
women who had used the pill at last in-
tercourse (21%), followed by 8% of women
who had used “other” methods and 6% of
women who had relied on withdrawal; in
addition, 4% of women who had used no
method for pregnancy prevention had
used a condom.

Among young men, 52% had used a
condom at last intercourse to prevent preg-
nancy and 18% had relied on pill use by
their partner, while 12% had relied on
withdrawal and 3% had used another
method; 16% had used no method. While
52% said they had relied on a condom to
prevent pregnancy, a total of 58% report-
ed having used a condom. Most of the ad-
ditional men had used a condom in con-
junction with another method. Dual use
was most common among young men
whose partner was using the pill (25%), fol-
lowed by men who used other methods
(14%) and those who relied on withdraw-
al (9%); 5% of young men who had used
no method to prevent pregnancy also re-
ported using a condom at last intercourse.

Table 1 presents descriptive data on con-
traceptive and condom use among young
women by demographic factors, sexual
risk behaviors and potentially protective
factors. Women’s method choices were
strongly influenced by age. Use of the pill
alone rose sharply with age, while use of
the condom alone declined. Use of con-
doms with the pill rose from 2% among
those aged 14–15 to 10% among those aged

condom use and pill use (not shown). 
As the age at initiation of sexual activi-

ty increased, combined use of condoms
with the pill and use of condoms alone rose,
while use of no method declined. When
compared with women who had had no
partners or two or more partners in the pre-
vious three months, those who had had one
partner were more likely to have combined

Table 2. Percentage distribution of never-married young men aged 14–22, by method used at
last intercourse, according to selected characteristics

Characteristic N Pill Condom Pill and Withdrawal� Other� None Total
only only condom
(N=303) (N=1,153) (N=98) (N=284) (N=56) (N=321)

Total 2,215 13.7 52.4 4.5 12.0 2.5 14.9 100.0

DEMOGRAPHIC FACTORS
Age§
14�15 279 1.5 70.8 2.4 9.8 0.9 14.7 100.0
16 258 4.7 53.7 4.2 12.8 1.9 22.7 100.0
17 296 10.3 62.3 3.8 10.1 2.9 10.7 100.0
18 316 14.1 46.7 6.1 15.3 3.9 13.9 100.0
19 322 17.9 52.8 4.0 9.8 1.7 13.8 100.0
20 366 20.2 42.6 4.8 13.9 2.4 16.1 100.0
21�22 378 21.2 45.0 5.9 11.8 3.2 13.0 100.0

Race/ethnicity††
White 1,260 16.8 50.4 4.5 13.4 2.3 12.7 100.0
Black 434 8.2 58.2 6.0 6.9 4.0 16.8 100.0
Hispanic 422 11.0 51.1 3.1 12.7 0.7 21.4 100.0

SEXUAL BEHAVIOR FACTORS
Age at first intercourse
≤13 610 9.9 48.8 5.4 11.9 3.0 20.9 100.0
14�15 718 13.3 53.5 3.3 12.3 1.3 16.4 100.0
≥16 884 16.5 53.8 5.1 11.6 3.1 9.9 100.0

No. of partners in previous 3 mos.
0 559 6.4 59.8 2.2 12.0 2.0 17.7 100.0
1 1,041 19.3 49.4 5.5 11.3 2.8 11.8 100.0
≥2 607 11.2 50.5 5.2 13.1 2.4 17.6 100.0

Lifetime no. of partners
1 521 8.9 58.1 3.0 12.7 2.5 14.8 100.0
2 314 13.3 53.1 7.1 12.8 1.9 12.0 100.0
3 290 15.3 58.1 3.4 9.3 3.0 11.0 100.0
4 183 16.0 50.2 3.1 11.0 1.8 17.8 100.0
5 152 13.2 53.1 8.2 14.6 2.6 8.2 100.0
≥6 743 16.3 46.2 4.6 12.0 2.5 18.4 100.0

OTHER FACTORS
Risk behavior score
0 173 11.2 62.6 3.8 12.5 0.2 9.7 100.0
1 399 9.1 58.2 5.6 10.1 3.6 13.5 100.0
2 478 12.0 55.3 5.8 9.0 2.5 15.3 100.0
3 419 14.0 53.7 4.3 10.0 3.6 14.5 100.0
4 384 18.3 45.2 4.1 14.8 2.3 15.2 100.0
5 258 16.7 46.7 3.1 15.2 0.8 17.6 100.0
6 104 18.3 34.0 1.8 23.0 2.4 20.5 100.0

Frequency of seat belt use
Never 209 14.5 41.1 2.7 15.2 0.9 25.6 100.0
Rarely 407 12.1 46.6 4.7 14.0 3.2 19.5 100.0
Sometimes 509 16.0 50.0 5.4 11.9 2.2 14.5 100.0
Usually 527 12.3 58.3 4.5 11.7 3.4 9.9 100.0
Always 562 14.0 57.5 4.4 9.7 1.9 12.5 100.0

Had HIV education in school
Yes 1,832 12.4 53.6 5.0 12.1 2.6 14.3 100.0
No 314 18.6 48.2 2.6 12.0 2.0 16.8 100.0

Discussed HIV with adult relative
Yes 1,525 13.2 54.1 5.3 12.7 2.2 12.5 100.0
No 611 15.0 47.5 3.1 10.9 2.9 20.6 100.0

�Includes those who used both withdrawal and the condom at last intercourse. �Includes those who combined other methods and the
condom. §Age 14�15 includes 99 14-year-olds and 180 15-year-olds; age 21�22 includes 310 21-year-olds and 68 22-year-olds. ��N=2,116;
99 respondents belonged to other racial or ethnic groups.


