
A minority of respondents said they and
their partners had taken some actions to
lower their risk of sexually transmitted in-
fection. Only 11% said they and their part-
ner currently used condoms for disease pro-
tection—3% of married women, compared
with 18% of cohabiting women and 33% of
women not in a union. All but two of these
107 respondents said they were also using
condoms for pregnancy prevention.  An ad-
ditional 38% of women said they had used
condoms for protection against STDs in the
past, again usually for both disease and
pregnancy prevention, and 18% said they
had ever stopped having sex for a period of
time or had sex less often because they were
worried about getting an STD (Table 1).

About three in 10 respondents said they
were currently worried about getting an
STD—5% were very worried, 10% were
somewhat worried and 14% were a little
worried (not shown). The majority of
women, however, were currently not at all
worried about becoming infected. 

Women’s Interest in Using Microbicides
•Degree of interest. Prior to administering
questions regarding vaginal microbicides,
interviewers described such products to
respondents.* Ninety-three percent of all
respondents said they would be interest-
ed in using a vaginal microbicide if they
ever found themselves in a situation
where they might be at risk of contracting
an STD.† Moreover, 80% of all women said
they would have been interested in using
such a product at some time in the past, if
it had been available.‡

Overall, 40% of women expressed any
current interest in using a microbicidal
product—16% were currently very inter-
ested, 13% were somewhat interested and
11% were a little interested.§ Ninety-two
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Table 1. Percentage distribution of women aged 18–44, by selected characteristics; percentage
distribution of women, by degree of current interest in using vaginal microbicides and current
worry about HIV and other STDs, according to selected characteristics; and odds ratios for lo-
gistic regression showing the likelihood that women are currently very interested in using mi-
crobicides and worried about HIV and other STDs; United States, 1998

Characteristics % Total Very Somewhat Any Not Odds
interested or a little interest interest- ratio
and interested but not ed (N=963)
worried and worried worried

Total 100.0 100.0 11.3 12.3 16.6 59.8 na

Marital status
Married 67.8 100.0 3.1 7.7 14.6 74.6*** 1.00
Cohabiting 10.3 100.0 12.9 20.8 27.7 38.6 1.22
Not in union 21.9 100.0 35.8 22.5 17.9 23.9 3.86**

Age
18–24 17.4 100.0 20.3 19.2 24.4 36.0*** 0.88
25–34 37.2 100.0 11.9 13.5 15.9 58.8 1.22
35–44 45.4 100.0 7.3 8.7 14.3 69.7 1.00

Income
<$20,000 21.7 100.0 28.2 19.9 18.5 33.3*** 2.38*
$20,000–40,000 31.7 100.0 8.5 13.2 17.0 61.2 1.03
≥$40,000 41.5 100.0 4.4 7.8 16.1 71.7 1.00
Do not know/refused to answer 5.1 100.0 12.2 10.2 10.2 67.3 0.66

Education
High school/GED 35.8 100.0 16.2 15.3 17.0 51.4*** 2.61*
Some college/vocational 37.1 100.0 9.8 11.9 17.9 60.4 1.37
College degree/graduate 27.2 100.0 6.7 8.9 14.1 70.3 1.00

Parity
0 25.3 100.0 15.9 15.5 20.2 48.4*** 1.00
≥1 74.7 100.0 9.7 11.2 15.4 63.6 1.32

Race/ethnicity
Non-Hispanic white 75.7 100.0 7.1 10.7 14.6 67.6*** 1.00
Black 11.8 100.0 32.5 15.8 21.9 29.8 3.63***
Hispanic 8.6 100.0 19.0 23.8 20.2 36.9 2.54*
Asian/other 3.9 100.0 12.8 10.3 30.8 46.2 1.04

Most effective method currently used
Sterilization 33.0 100.0 6.4 8.8 13.6 71.2*** 1.00
Prescription method 24.7 100.0 14.2 17.1 15.4 53.3 1.62
Nonprescription method 16.8 100.0 17.5 13.3 22.3 47.0 1.84
Pregnant/trying to get pregnant 10.0 100.0 9.0 7.0 21.0 63.0 1.56
No method 15.5 100.0 12.0 14.7 16.0 57.3 1.73

Ever used vaginal method
Yes 40.5 100.0 14.3 10.9 17.8 57.0* 1.46
No 59.5 100.0 9.2 13.3 15.8 61.7 1.00

Ever had herpes/HPV
Yes 5.3 100.0 21.2 15.4 23.1 40.4* 1.78
No 94.7 100.0 10.8 12.2 16.3 60.8 1.00

Ever had partner with STD
Yes 5.0 100.0 28.6 16.3 20.4 34.7*** 1.62
No 95.0 100.0 10.4 12.1 16.5 61.0 1.00

Ever visited MD for STD symptoms
Yes 14.8 100.0 29.9 14.3 14.3 41.5*** 2.96**
No 85.2 100.0 8.0 12.0 17.0 63.0 1.00

Partner had other partner in past year
Yes 6.8 100.0 35.8 22.4 20.9 20.9*** 3.72***
No 83.8 100.0 5.4 10.0 16.3 68.4 1.00
No steady partner 9.4 100.0 43.0 23.7 17.2 16.1 3.70**

Woman had ≥2 partners in past year
Yes 8.2 100.0 41.3 25.0 17.5 16.3*** 1.42
No 91.8 100.0 8.7 11.1 16.5 63.7 1.00

Use of condoms to prevent HIV/STDs
Currently using 10.8 100.0 37.7 27.4 23.6 11.3*** 8.83***
Used in past 37.6 100.0 16.5 14.9 19.5 49.2 4.74***
Never used 51.6 100.0 2.2 7.3 13.0 77.5 1.00

Ever reduced sexual activity
because of HIV/STDs
Yes 18.2 100.0 32.0 21.3 14.6 32.0*** 2.16*
No 81.8 100.0 6.7 10.3 17.2 65.9 1.00

*p≤.05. **p≤ 01.***p≤.001. Notes: In percentage distributions, levels of significance are tested for each characteristic and interest in
using microbicides and level of worry about HIV and other STDs using chi-square analysis to test for differences in the percentage dis-
tribution among all subgroups. For odds ratios, significance is for difference between each group and the reference group. Total Ns vary
between 989 and 1,000, depending on missing values for specific variables. The margin of sampling error is ±1.4–3.1% for the total
sample. na=not applicable.

*Vaginal microbicides were described to respondents as
follows: “Currently, scientists are developing substances
that can kill or block some of the organisms that cause sex-
ually transmitted diseases. Imagine that these new sub-
stances could be added to a cream, or a jelly, or to a sup-
pository or sponge that a woman could insert into her
vagina before having intercourse. And imagine that these
products would greatly reduce a woman’s chances of get-
ting HIV or STDs, even if her partner didn’t use a condom.”

†Question wording: “Now, imagine that for whatever
reason, you found yourself in a situation where you
might be at risk of getting a sexually transmitted disease
or AIDS, at that time, how interested do you think you
would be in using such a product?”

‡Question wording: “Now, thinking about your life in
the past, such as when you first became sexually active
or during prior sexual relationships, at any earlier time,
how interested do you think you would have been in
using such a product?”

§Question wording: “If such a product were available,
given your current situation, how interested do you think
YOU would be in using such a product?”


