
(Belarus, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Bulgaria,
Lithuania, Macedonia,
Romania and Russian
Federation) have high
rates, and very high rates
of 50 or more births per
1,000 adolescents per
year are found in four
eastern European coun-
tries—Armenia, Georgia,
the Republic of Moldova
and Ukraine—and in the
United States.

Abortion Rate
Among 33 countries for
which information on
abortion among adoles-
cents is available, the
range in the abortion
rate is as wide as that of
the birthrate. A group of
four countries with com-
plete abortion reporting
have very low adoles-
cent abortion rates (Bel-
gium, Germany, Israel
and the Netherlands). In
addition, in five other
countries with incom-
plete reporting (Ireland,
Italy, Japan, Spain and
Northern Ireland), the
reported rates are so low
that the true rates would
probably also be very
low, even with a high
level of underreporting
(e.g., 40–50%).

A number of countries
with complete abortion
reporting have low ado-
lescent abortion rates
(Czech Republic, Den-
mark, England and
Wales, Finland, Norway,
Scotland, the Slovak 
Republic, Slovenia and
Sweden). A few others
with incomplete abor-
tion reporting (France,
Georgia and Moldova)
also have rates at the low
end of this range. Even
with substantial under-
reporting (e.g., 40–50%),
their adolescent abortion rates would
probably still fall within the range of 10–19
abortions per 1,000. Moderate abortion
rates are found in 10 countries with com-
plete reporting (Australia, Belarus, Bul-
garia, Canada, Estonia, Hungary, Iceland,

sures. For describing the trend in the 
birthrate in these countries, however, the
1995 adolescent birthrate is presented, if
available, for comparability with other
countries.

Births, Abortions and Pregnancies
In order to describe variation in the rates
of birth, abortion and pregnancy, we di-
vide countries into five groups, both to re-
flect the actual distribution across the
ranges of the rates and to give an inter-
pretation of what is a low or high rate
within the context of the developed coun-
tries (Table 1). Very low describes a birth-
rate and an abortion rate under 10 per
1,000 per year, or a pregnancy rate of
under 20 per 1,000. Low indicates a birth-
rate and an abortion rate of 10–19 per 1,000
per year, or a pregnancy rate of 20–39 per
1,000. Moderate is used to describe a birth-
rate and an abortion rate of 20–34 per
1,000, and a pregnancy rate of 40–69 per
1,000. High describes a birthrate and an
abortion rate of 35–49 per 1,000, and a
pregnancy rate of 70–99 per 1,000. Final-
ly, very high indicates a birthrate and an
abortion rate of 50 or more per 1,000, and
a pregnancy rate of 100 or more per 1,000.

Birthrate
The range in the birthrate across industri-
alized countries in the mid-1990s is very
wide, from a low rate of four births per
1,000 adolescents aged 15–19 per year in
Japan to a high of 56 per 1,000 in Armenia
(Table 2). Within this large range, some
clusters are discernible. Very low rates are
found in 10 countries, mostly in western,
northern and southern Europe and in
Japan. Low rates are found in another 10
countries, and moderate rates are found in
14 countries—mostly those in central and
eastern Europe (Czech Republic, Estonia,
Hungary, Latvia, Poland, the Slovak Re-
public and the Federal Republic of Yu-
goslavia), a few western European coun-
tries (England and Wales, Iceland,
Northern Ireland, Portugal and Scotland)
and some other countries mainly popu-
lated by immigrants from the United King-
dom (Canada and New Zealand). A small
cluster of seven countries in eastern Europe

Latvia, New Zealand and the United
States) and one with incomplete reporting
(Romania).

Among the represented countries, none
fall into the high category for their abor-
tion rate. However, the adolescent abor-
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Table 2. Rates of adolescent birth, abortion and pregnancy per
year (per 1,000 women aged 15–19) and abortion ratio (per 100
pregnancies), by developed country, for the most recent year avail-
able

Country Birthrate Abortion Pregnancy Abortion
rate rate ratio

Albania 15.4 u u u
Armenia 56.2 u u u
Australia 19.8 23.8 43.7 54.1
Austria 15.6 u u u
Belarus 39.0 34.3 73.3 47.5

Belgium 9.1 5.0 14.1 35.6
Bosnia and Herzegovina 38.0 u u u
Bulgaria 49.6 33.7 83.3 40.4
Canada 24.2 21.2 45.4 47.1
Croatia 19.9 u u u

Czech Republic 20.1 12.3 32.4 38.1
Denmark 8.3 14.4 22.7 62.6
England and Wales 28.4 18.6 46.9 40.2
Estonia 33.4 32.8 66.2 49.7
Finland 9.8 10.7 20.5 52.9

France 10.0 10.2* 20.2* 51.2*
Georgia 53.0 13.4* 66.4* 20.2*
Germany 12.5 3.6 16.1 23.0
Greece 13.0 u u u
Hungary 29.5 29.6 59.1 50.3

Iceland 22.1 21.2 43.3 51.1
Ireland 15.0 4.2* 19.2* 21.9*
Israel 18.0 9.8† 27.9† 35.3†
Italy 6.9 5.1* 12.0* 42.9*
Japan 3.9 6.3*,† 10.1*,† 61.9*,†

Latvia 25.5 29.0 54.5 47.6
Lithuania 36.7 u u u
Macedonia 44.1 u u u
Moldova 53.2 11.6* 64.8* 18.1*
Netherlands 8.2‡ 4.0‡ 12.2‡ 33.8‡

New Zealand 34.0 20.0 54.0 37.2
Northern Ireland§ 23.7‡ 4.8*,‡ 28.4*,‡ 17.0*,‡
Norway 13.5 18.7 32.3 59.2
Poland 21.1 u u u
Portugal 20.9 u u u

Romania** 42.0 32.0* 74.0* 42.9*
Russian Federation†† 45.6 56.1* 101.7* 56.1*
Scotland‡‡ 27.1 14.5 41.6 37.2
Slovak Republic 32.3 11.1 43.3 25.5
Slovenia 9.3 10.6 19.9 49.2

Spain 7.8 4.5* 12.3* 36.7*
Sweden 7.7 17.2 24.9 69.6
Switzerland 5.7 u u u
Ukraine 54.3 u u u
United States 54.4 29.2 83.6 34.9
Yugoslavia (Federal Rep.) 32.1 u u u

*Abortion data are less than 80% complete. †Abortions are for women younger than 20, not
just 15–19. ‡Birth data are for women younger than 20, not just 15–19; abortions are those
for residents only. §Abortion rates reflect abortions obtained by Northern Ireland residents in
England and Wales. **Data are from the 1993 National Fertility Survey. ††Abortion data are
from Soskomstat. The totals are higher than those from the Ministry of Health. ‡‡Abortion rate
includes abortions obtained by Scotland residents in England and Wales. Notes: The abor-
tion ratio is the proportion of pregnancies (excluding miscarriages) that are resolved as abor-
tions. The most recent year is 1995, with the following exceptions: 1996—Austria, Bulgaria,
Croatia, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Finland, Hungary, Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova,
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovenia, Sweden, Switzerland and the United States; 1994—Aus-
tralia and Georgia; 1992—the Netherlands; and 1990—Albania and Bosnia and Herzegov-
ina. All data reflect “age in completed years.” The following adjustments were made when age
was defined as “age attained during year”: abortion data—Finland, France, Germany, Iceland
and Norway; birth data—France and Germany. u=unavailable. Table 1. Pregnancy rate, abortion rate and

birthrate, by category

Category Pregnancy rate Abortion rate 
and birthrate

Very low <20.0 <10.0
Low 20.0–39.9 10.0–19.9
Moderate 40.0–69.9 20.0–34.9
High 70.0–99.9 35.0–49.9
Very high ≥100.0 ≥50.0


