
ation and Ukraine. (The
pattern in the Russian
Federation, shown in
Figure 1, is typical of this
group.) In these coun-
tries, the adolescent
birthrate in 1990, rang-
ing between 44–70 per
1,000 adolescents, was
nearly double that in
1970. In some eastern
European countries (Ar-
menia, Belarus, Estonia,
Latvia and the Russian
Federation), the trend re-
versed in the 1990s, with
substantial declines oc-
curring between 1990
and 1995. Nevertheless,
the 1995 birthrate was
still much higher than
the 1970 rate in almost
all of these cases.

Another exception to
the general pattern of

declining teenage birthrates is found
among those countries with relatively lit-
tle net change over the period. In Japan, the
adolescent birthrate was very low in 1970
and stayed at more or less the same level

Recent Trends in Teenage Births
Adolescent birthrates for the past 25 years
are presented in Table 3 (page 17) for the
46 study countries. (We also provide in-
formation for three former national states
that have recently become more than one
country—Czechoslovakia, the Soviet
Union and Yugoslavia—and for two nation
states that have unified to form a single
country—the Federal Republic of Germany
and the German Democratic Republic.) We
summarize the trend as the total percent-
age change over the whole 25-year period,
as well as the percentage change over an
earlier and a later part of this period.

The most common pattern of change in
the adolescent birthrate in the industrial-
ized countries over the past 25 years is one
of substantial decline. In 18 countries with
information for both 1970 and 1995, the
rate was more than halved during this pe-
riod, and the reduction was often much
greater. The timing of the declines varied,
with almost every possible pattern being
observed (Figure 1).

Several of the newly independent coun-
tries and a few others experienced a rise
followed by a decline, while Canada and
the United Kingdom saw a steep decline
and then stabilization. Finland had a
steady decline, and Poland experienced
a stabilization in the early part of the pe-
riod, with a recent decline.

Birthrates were higher in 1995 than in
1970 in only eight of the countries with data
for both years; all of these are in eastern Eu-
rope—Armenia, Belarus, Estonia, Georgia,
Lithuania, Macedonia, the Russian Feder-

up to 1995 (about four per 1,000). A few
other countries (Estonia, Ireland, Latvia,
Macedonia and the Slovak Republic) ex-
perienced minimal net change over the pe-
riod, but experienced patterns of sub-
stantial increases and then declines. 

The net decline in adolescent fertility in
the United States (20% over the 1970–1995
period) was among the smallest declines
seen during the 25-year period. However,
this average conceals some variations: The
adolescent birthrate was high in 1970 (68
per 1,000) and although it declined to 51 per
1,000 in 1985, it then rose after 1985 to 62
per 1,000 in 1991. The rate then declined to
59 per 1,000 in 1994, to 54 per 1,000 in 1996
and to 51 per 1,000 in 1998 (not shown).11

The current adolescent birthrate in the
United States is still very high in compar-
ison with other developed countries.

Trends in Abortion and Pregnancy 
Abortion data for earlier years are scarce.
As a result, the trend in abortion and preg-
nancy can be described for only 25 coun-
tries (counting the newly independent
countries that were formerly Czechoslo-
vakia as two countries) and for a shorter
period (1980–1995) than was possible for
adolescent births. Data are available for
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Figure 1. Adolescent birthrate, by year, selected developed 
countries
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Table 4. Adolescent abortion rate and pregnancy rate, by year, according to country

Country Abortion rate Pregnancy rate

1980 1985 1990 1995 1980 1985 1990 1995

Australia u 17.8 22.6 23.8 u 40.5 44.6 43.6
Bulgaria u u 43.5 33.7 u u 113.4 83.3
Canada 16.9 14.9 20.3 21.2 44.1 38.1 45.9 45.4
Czechoslovakia 10.8 15.4 21.3 11.8 62.1 68.2 66.1 39.3
Czech Republic u u 24.6 12.3 u u 69.3 32.4

Slovak Republic u u 14.9 11.1 u u 60.4 43.4
Denmark 20.9 16.3 16.9 14.4 37.7 25.4 26.0 22.7
England and Wales 18.1 19.8 22.8 18.6 47.7 49.3 56.1 47.0
Federal Republic of Germany 5.2* 1.9* 1.8* u 20.4* 10.5* 14.2* u
Finland 21.2 18.4 15.2 10.7 40.1 32.2 27.6 20.5
France 11.8* 10.1* 9.9* 10.2* 37.2* 27.0* 23.2* 20.2*

German Democratic Rep. 12.1* 11.8* 7.1* u 65.8* 55.6* 40.3* u
Hungary 26.5 27.0 30.2 29.6 94.5 78.5 69.7 59.1
Iceland 23.9 16.3 16.7 21.2 81.6 50.0 47.3 43.3
Ireland u u 4.0* 4.2* u u 20.8* 19.2*
Israel u u 11.0 9.8 u u 35.6 27.9

Italy u u 4.9* 5.1* u u 13.9* 12.0*
Japan u u 6.6* 6.3* u u 10.2* 10.1
Netherlands 5.3 4.3 3.6 4.0 14.5 11.1 11.9 12.2
New Zealand 10.8 11.7 15.6 20.0 41.4 42.3 50.5 54.0
Norway 22.6 21.6 19.8† 18.7† 47.8 39.4 36.9† 32.2†

Scotland 12.1 14.2 15.3 14.5 44.7 45.1 47.2 41.6
Slovenia u u 13.9 10.6 u u 38.5 19.9
Spain u u 3.1* 4.5* u u 15.0* 12.3*
Sweden 22.2 18.0 23.9 17.2 38.0 29.0 38.0 24.9
United States 44.4 45.7 40.6 29.2 97.4 96.7 100.5 83.6

*Abortion data are less than 80% complete. †Rate reflects adjusted age data for birth and abortion. Original data set defined age as
“age attained during year.” Notes: The most recent year is 1995 with the following exceptions: 1996—Bulgaria, the Czech Republic,
Finland, Hungary, Iceland, Norway, Slovenia, Sweden and the United States; 1994—Australia; and 1992—the Netherlands. All data
presented reflect “age in completed years.” The following adjustments were made when age was defined as “age attained during year”:
abortion data—the Federal Republic of Germany, Finland, France, the German Democratic Republic, Iceland and Norway; birth data
used to calculate pregnancy rate—the Federal Republic of Germany and France. u=unavailable.




