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Age Differences in Pregnancy Rates
Because the consequences of pregnancy
are often of greater social concern for
younger adolescents than for older teen-
agers, we compare birthrates, abortion
rates andpregnancy rates for adolescents
aged 15–17 and for those aged 18–19 (Table
5). Detailed birth data are available for 25
countries, and detailed abortion data (and
therefore pregnancy rates) are available for
18 of these 25 countries.

The birthrate for teenagers 15–17 years
old is higher than 20 per 1,000 in only two
countries—the United States (34 per 1,000)
and Georgia (35 per 1,000). The rate is low
(about 10–19 per 1,000) in Australia, Cana-
da, England and Wales, Estonia, Hungary,
Latvia, New Zealand and the Slovak Re-
public, and is very low (less than 10 per
1,000 and often under five per 1,000) in all
of the remaining 15 countries.

The birthrate among 18–19-year-olds is
much higher than that among younger
teenagers, partly because older adolescents
are more likely than those who are younger
to be married, cohabiting or sexually active
if unmarried. Nevertheless, the cross-coun-
try pattern of differences observed for the
birthrate among younger teenagers is also
largely found in the older age-group. The
United States and Georgia again have the

all four key years over the period
1980–1995 for 14 of these countries, and
partial information is available for the
other 11 countries (Table 4). Moreover,
abortion data are underreported for the
Federal Republic of Germany, France, the
German Democratic Republic, Ireland,
Italy, Japan and Spain.

Overall, declines in the adolescent abor-
tion rate are less prevalent than are de-
clines in the adolescent birthrate, although
generalizations must be based on many
fewer countries. Considering only coun-
tries that have accurate abortion report-
ing, about half have had noticeable de-
clines. The decline in the teenage abortion
rate in the United States was one of the
largest, with the rate having decreased by
more than one-third between 1985 and
1996 (from 46 per 1,000, which was the
highest among countries with data, to 29
per 1,000, still one of the highest rates).
Australia, Canada and New Zealand have
seen small-to-moderate increases in the
abortion rate during the whole period,
and a few others—Czechoslovakia, Eng-
land and Wales, Hungary, Iceland and
Scotland—have seen increases during at
least part of the period.

Trends in the pregnancy rate are more
similar to those in the birthrate: Twelve of
the 18 countries with abortion reporting
that is at least 80% complete had declines.
In Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Iceland,
where the abortion rate increased some-
what during the period 1980–1995, fairly
large declines in the birthrate outweighed
smaller increases in the abortion rate. Over
the period 1980–1995, small increases in
the pregnancy rate paralleled increases in
the abortion rate in Australia and Cana-
da, while the 30% increase in teenage
pregnancy in New Zealand stands out as
the largest. In England and Wales, the ado-
lescent pregnancy rate increased by close
to 20% during the period 1980–1990, but
then dropped in the early 1990s to ap-
proximately the same rate as in 1980.

Information on trends in the adolescent
abortion rate could not be obtained for the
newly independent countries of eastern
Europe, several of which have experi-
enced substantial increases in the adoles-
cent birthrate at least up to 1990. As a re-
sult, we cannot determine the trend in
adolescent pregnancy in this group of
countries. The adolescent abortion rate
may have declined (as the overall abortion
rate did in some of these countries12), and
may have outweighed increases in the
birthrate. However, the trend in the ado-
lescent abortion rate may have differed
from the general trend.

highest birthrates—annual rates of 86 and
102 per 1,000 18–19-year-olds, respective-
ly. The birthrate among older teenagers is
very low (under 10 per 1,000) or low (under
20 per 1,000) in five countries—Belgium,
Denmark, Finland, Japan and Sweden—
and moderate (20–34 per 1,000) in anoth-
er eight countries—Austria, France, Ger-
many, Ireland, Latvia, Norway, Scotland
and Slovenia. The birthrate among older
adolescents is high (35–49 per 1,000) in five
countries—Australia, Canada, Hungary,
Iceland and Israel—and very high among
the remaining seven countries.

The abortion ratio among younger teen-
agers is strikingly high in the majority of
countries. It is more than 50 per 100 (rang-
ing from 50 to 84 per 100) in 14 of the 18
countries; the exceptions are England and
Wales, New Zealand, the Slovak Repub-
lic and the United States. In eight of the 14
countries, the ratio is greater than 66 abor-
tions per 100 pregnancies. This clearly in-
dicates that, once pregnant, young ado-
lescents in the majority of developed
countries are more likely to choose abor-
tion than to carry the pregnancy to term.
Younger adolescents are also much more
likely to choose an abortion than are older
teenagers. Only in three of the 18 countries
(Denmark, Latvia and Sweden) is the

Table 5. Adolescent birth, abortion and pregnancy rates and abortion ratio, by age-group,
according to country

Country Birthrate Abortion rate Abortion ratio Pregnancy rate

15–17 18–19 15–17 18–19 15–17 18–19 15–17 18–19

Australia 10.6 35.0 u u u u u u
Austria 5.8 30.6 u u u u u u
Belgium 3.0 18.3 3.8 7.0 55.4 27.6 6.8 25.2
Canada 13.6 40.0 13.6 32.5 50.0 44.8 27.2 72.5
Czech Republic 6.6 50.3 7.2 19.2 52.4 27.6 13.8 69.5

Denmark 2.2 17.8 9.9 20.5 82.2 53.6 12.1 38.3
England and Wales 14.6 50.2 13.8 26.2 48.6 34.2 28.4 76.4
Estonia 13.8 62.6 16.8 57.1 54.7 47.7 30.6 119.7
Finland 3.2 19.4 8.1 14.6 71.7 42.9 11.3 34.0
France 3.5 20.0 6.8* 15.2* 66.2* 43.2* 10.2* 35.1*

Georgia 35.0 101.6 u u u u u u
Germany 4.4 24.5 u u u u u u
Hungary 15.7 47.7 20.4 41.6 56.5 46.6 36.1 89.3
Iceland 8.7 42.2 19.9 24.8 69.6 37.0 28.6 67.0
Ireland 6.6 28.7 u u u u u u

Israel 5.4 36.3 u u u u u u
Japan 1.1 7.6 u u u u u u
Latvia† 12.9 34.1 18.8 36.1 59.4 51.4 31.6 70.2
New Zealand 19.2 55.6 14.1 28.6 42.3 33.9 33.3 84.3
Norway 4.0 27.7 13.5 26.5 77.1 49.0 17.5 54.1

Scotland‡ 5.0 34.3 10.1 18.4 66.9 35.0 15.1 52.6
Slovak Republic 11.2 64.0 5.7 19.2 33.6 23.1 16.9 83.2
Slovenia 2.6 23.7 5.3 18.7 67.2 44.1 7.9 42.4
Sweden 2.7 15.3 13.7 22.3 83.7 59.4 16.4 37.6
United States 33.8 86.0 19.0 44.9 36.0 34.3 52.8 130.9

*Abortion data are less than 80% complete. †Age groups are 15–16 and 17–19. ‡Age groups are <16 and 16–19. Notes: All rates are
for 1995, with the following exceptions: 1996—Austria, Estonia, Finland, Hungary, Iceland, Latvia, Norway, Slovenia, Sweden, Switzer-
land and the United States; and 1994—Australia, France, Georgia. All data presented reflect “age in completed years.” The following
adjustments were made when age was defined as “age attained during year”: abortion data—Finland, France, Iceland and Norway;
and birth data—France and Germany. u=unavailable.




