
porting. This rate is moderate in five other
countries. In contrast, it is high (70–99 per
1,000) in six countries and very high in the
United States (131 per 1,000 teenagers in
1996) and in Estonia (120 per 1,000).

abortion ratio for older adolescents above
50 per 100.

The pregnancy rate among older teen-
agers is low (under 40 per 1,000) in four of
the 17 countries with accurate abortion re-

Youths’ Share of All Pregnancies
Table 6 presents 1980 and 1995 data on the
proportions of total births and abortions
that occur to adolescents, and the change
in these proportions over time. These indi-
cators are important because they may in-
fluence perceptions of whether adolescent
pregnancy is an issue of public concern. 

As with trends in teenage birthrates, the
majority of industrialized countries have
seen a decline in the proportion of total
births to adolescents. The exceptions are
mainly countries in eastern Europe, many
of which experienced increases in the ado-
lescent birthrate up to 1990. Even with de-
clines in the early 1990s, the proportion of
total births occurring to adolescents in
these countries has risen since 1980. By
1995, between one in five and one in six
births in many eastern European countries
were to adolescents. However, in the vast
majority of western, northern and south-
ern European countries, the proportion of
total births that occurred to teenagers was
quite low, typically in the range of 2–8%.

The proportion of all abortions that are
to teenagers also has declined in the ma-
jority of countries. While in 1980 this pro-
portion was 20% or higher  in 10 of the 26
countries with data, this was so in only
two countries in 1995. The proportion of
all abortions to teenagers was still mod-
erately high, with 21 countries in the range
of 10–20%; this reflects the continuing
prevalence of abortion among unmarried,
sexually active adolescents in many 
developed countries.13

Discussion
While information on adolescent child-
bearing is essentially complete and accu-
rate, there are limitations in the availabil-
ity and quality of abortion data. The lack
of any reliable national information on
abortion among adolescents in 13 of the
46 countries covered in the analysis is a
great weakness, and restricts our ability
to investigate pregnancy rates across the
full range of developed countries. The fact
that abortion data are incomplete in an ad-
ditional 10 countries is also an important
restriction. Although we dealt with this
limitation by interpreting the data as min-
imum estimates, there is an unavoidable
degree of uncertainty in making infer-
ences about the likely level of and effect
of underreporting on the relative stand-
ing of the countries involved.

The United States had one of the high-
est adolescent pregnancy rates in the mid-
1990s, as it did in the early 1980s. A ques-
tion often raised is whether the high level
of adolescent pregnancy in the United
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Table 6. Percentage of births and percentage of abortions that are to adolescents, by year, and
percentage change, according to country

Country % of births % of abortions

1980 1995 % 1980 1995 % 
change change

Albania 4.4 2.9 –35 u u u
Armenia 11.4 18.3 61 u u u
Australia 7.5 4.8 –36 20.5* 23.5 13
Austria 12.3 3.9 –68 u u u
Belarus 8.5 14.3 69 u 6.7 u

Belgium 6.3 2.4 –63 u 11.4 u
Bosnia and Herzegovina 10.5 11.0 5 u u u
Bulgaria 19.0 20.5 8 7.8 12.5 37
Canada 8.4 12.4 49 29.7 19.2 –55
Croatia 10.4 6.3 –39 u u u

Czech Republic 11.6 9.0 –22 6.6 10.8 39
Czechoslovakia 11.0 11.5 4 5.8 10.1 43
Denmark 5.5 2.0 –64 18.3 12.8 –43
England and Wales 9.3 6.4 –31 27.6 17.7 –56
Estonia 10.0 12.9 29 u 10.0 u

Federal Rep. of Germany 8.0 4.0‡ –50 15.0† 3.8†,‡ –295
Finland 5.6 2.6 –54 26.4 16.5 –60
France 6.7 2.6 –61 14.5 12.2 –19
Georgia 11.9 21.0 76 u 6.5 u
German Democratic Rep. 15.2 8.5‡ –44 9.2 4.9†,‡ –88

Germany 10.0 3.4‡ –66 12.0 6.6‡ –81
Greece (1981) 12.2 4.7 –62 10.1 u u
Hungary 14.3 10.8 –25 10.3 14.9 31
Iceland 13.8 5.3 –62 20.1 25.9 22
Ireland 4.9 5.1 4 u u u

Israel 6.1§ 3.8 –38 12.0§ 13.7 13
Italy 6.9 2.9 –58 7.8† 6.6† –18
Japan 0.9 1.4 47 3.2† 7.6† 58
Latvia 10.2 10.5 3 u 10.3 u
Lithuania 7.8 12.1 55 u u u

Macedonia 10.2 10.8 7 u u u
Moldova 8.3 18.6 125 u 7.9 u
Netherlands 3.1 1.9 –39 16.5 9.4 –76
New Zealand 11.2 7.6 –32 27.7 19.0 –46
Northern Ireland 7.4 6.0 –19 23.0†,** 18.6†,** –24

Norway 7.6 2.9 –62 25.6 16.8†† –52
Poland 6.4 7.8 23 u u u
Portugal 11.6 7.1 –39 u u u
Romania 12.7 17.0 35 u 4.6 u
Russian Federation 11.2 17.2 54 u 13.2† u

Scotland 10.5 6.9 –34 29.7 19.8 –50
Slovak Republic 10.1 12.2 21 4.1 8.9 54
Slovenia 12.8 3.6 –72 u 7.6 u
Spain 7.0 3.3 –53 u 13.9† u
Sweden 4.5 2.0 –56 17.7 13.2 –35

Switzerland 3.3 1.3 –61 u u u
Ukraine 12.8 19.5 52 u u u
United States 15.3 12.6 –18 29.2 19.3 –51
Yugoslavia 10.7 9.0 –16 u u u

*1980 abortions are Medicare only. †Abortion data are less than 80% complete. ‡The most recent year is 1990 for the Federal Republic
of Germany and for the German Democratic Republic, but the most recent year for unified Germany is 1995. §Data are actually for
1988, the earliest year for which this information was available. The 1988 estimate excludes 3% of cases for which age was missing.
**Percentage of abortions in 1980 column refers to 1981 data.  Abortions are those obtained by Northern Ireland residents in England
and Wales. ††Only 1996 abortion data reflect adjusted age data. Original age data set defined age as “age attained during year.” Notes:
All data are for 1995, with the following exceptions: 1996—Austria, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Iceland, Latvia,
Lithuania, Moldova, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovenia, Sweden, Switzerland and the United States; 1994—Australia, Georgia, Mace-
donia and Ukraine; 1992—the Netherlands; and 1990—Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina. All data presented reflect “age in com-
pleted years.” The following adjustments were made when age was defined as “age attained during year”: abortion data—the Federal
Republic of Germany, Finland, France, the German Democratic Republic, Germany, Iceland and Norway; birth data—the Federal Re-
public of Germany, France and Germany. u=unavailable.




