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Partnership Dynamics and Sexual Health Risks Among Male Adolescents in Recife

TABLE 3. Percentage distribution of adolescent males, by
number and characteristics of all partnerships in the past
two years, according to age

Characteristic All Age
(N=1,438)

13–15 16–17 18–19
(N=621) (N=442) (N=375)

No. of partnerships
0 23.8 37.7 17.6 8.0
1 27.1 34.1 26.5 16.3
2 21.8 12.7 24.9 33.1
3 11.9 6.0 12.7 20.8
≥4 15.4 9.5 18.3 21.9

Partnership type
No partnership 23.8 37.7 17.6 8.0
Nonsexual only 29.1 40.6 25.6 14.4
Sexual only 26.4 11.9 30.1 45.9
Both 20.7 9.8 26.7 31.7

Degree of commitment
No partnership 23.8 38.0 17.6 8.0
Casual only 22.4 20.9 25.9 21.1
Steady only 26.8 24.7 27.0 29.9
Both 26.9 16.3 29.4 41.0

Contraceptive protection
No sexual partnership 52.9 78.3 43.0 22.4
Unprotected only 14.1 8.4 17.9 19.2
Protected only 25.9 10.6 31.4 44.5
Both 7.2 2.7 7.7 13.9

Any concurrent partnerships
Yes 9.7 5.6 10.2 16.0
No 92.3 94.4 89.8 84.0

Any concurrent sexual partnerships
Yes 4.0 1.0 4.5 8.5
No 96.0 99.0 95.5 91.5

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0


