
two or more sexual partners declined from
39% in 1991 to 34% in 1997 (p<.05). Most
of this decrease occurred between 1995 and
1997, the time period following the last
round of the NSFG and the NSAM.
•Comparisons of 1995 point estimates. The
estimates for females were similar in the
YRBS and in the NSFG (16% and 15%, re-
spectively). However, among males, esti-
mates from the YRBS (38%, based on three-
month recall) and the NSAM (21%, based
on calendar data) differed substantially.
•Comparisons of gender differences in 1995.
A substantial difference by gender was
found within the YRBS (16% for females
and 38% for males, p<.001), but not be-
tween the NSFG and the NSAM (15% and
21%, respectively).

Four or More Partners 
•Trends over time. Across surveys, there
were no changes over time in the propor-
tions of all female adolescents who re-
ported four or more sexual partners in
their lifetime (Table 6). Among white fe-
males, the proportion reporting four or
more partners in their lifetime decreased
significantly in the NSFG (from 27% to
15%), but not in the YRBS. Cell sizes were
too small to calculate estimates for black
and Hispanic females in the NSFG.

In the YRBS, the proportion of males with
four or more partners decreased signifi-
cantly among all males (from 39% to 35%)
and among white males (from 30% to 24%).
Most of these decreases occurred between

the NSAM (11 percentage points) and the
YRBS (six percentage points); among
YRBS females reporting their male part-
ner’s use, there was a 12-percentage-point
difference. A similar but nonsignificant
trend was found among NSFG females.
The YRBS, the NSAM and the NSFG have
all shown increases in condom use in their
full samples of adolescents.27

•Comparisons of 1995 point estimates. The
prevalence estimates for condom use var-
ied across surveys. For females, estimates
were highest in Add Health (53%), low-
est in the NSFG (42%) and intermediate
in the YRBS (49%). The NSFG and Add
Health estimates differed significantly for
females. For males, condom use estimates
were highest in the NSAM (72%), lowest
in the YRBS (62%) and intermediate in
Add Health (64%). The NSAM and YRBS
estimates were significantly different, as
were those of the NSAM and Add Health.
•Gender differences in 1995. Across surveys,
reported condom use was consistently
higher among males. The difference was
12 percentage points in the YRBS (p<.001),
31 percentage points between the NSAM
and the NSFG (p<.001) and 11 percentage
points in Add Health (p<.001).

Multiple Partners in Past Three Months
•Trends over time. We found no trends over
time in the proportions reporting having
had two or more partners in the past three
months, with one exception (Table 5). The
proportion of males in the YRBS reporting

1995 and 1997, a period not covered by the
NSAM. Significant changes were not found
in the NSAM. A nonsignificant downward
trend among white males in the NSAM
(from 36% to 32%) paralleled the significant
decline seen among white males in the
YRBS.
•Comparisons of 1995 point estimates. No
significant differences across surveys were
found in point estimates in 1995 for any
possible comparison. Comparing rank-
ings by race and ethnicity among males,
we found that black adolescents had the
highest proportions with four or more
partners across surveys (66% in the YRBS
and 68% in the NSAM) and that white
teenagers had the lowest proportions (29%
and 32%, respectively). Hispanic males re-
ported intermediate levels (39% and 58%,
respectively).
•Gender differences in 1995. Females in the
YRBS were less likely to have had four or
more partners than were males in the
YRBS (25% vs. 38%, p<.001); this was also
the case for the NSFG-NSAM comparison
(20% vs. 47%, p<.001). Similar, significant
differences by gender were also found for
all racial and ethnic subgroup compar-
isons in the YRBS, except among white
teenagers. In this comparison, females
were less likely than males to report hav-
ing had four or more sexual partners (23%
vs. 29%), but the differences were not sta-
tistically significant (p=.12).

Discussion
Across surveys, the data generally demon-
strate comparable trends over time in key
sexual behaviors among adolescents, but
they show considerable variation in point
estimates. Specific time-trend findings can
be grouped into four categories. First are
significant trends that are similar across
surveys. In both the NSAM and the YRBS,
we found decreases in the proportion of
all males and of white males who report-
ed ever having had sexual intercourse and
increases in condom use among all males.

A second group of trends reveals a sig-
nificant finding in one survey with a par-
allel but nonsignificant change in anoth-
er. For example, we found a significant
decrease in the proportion of black fe-
males who reported ever having had in-
tercourse in the YRBS, a trend suggested
in the NSFG. Similarly, the decline in the
proportion of Hispanic males reporting
ever having had intercourse was signifi-
cant in the YRBS and was nonsignificant
in the NSAM. The decrease in the pro-
portion of white males who reported hav-
ing had four or more lifetime sexual part-
ners was significant in the YRBS and was
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Table 5. Percentage (and standard error) of sexually active high school adolescents aged 15–17
who reported using oral contraceptives at last intercourse, who reported using condoms at
last intercourse or who had two or more sexual partners in the past three months, by survey,
according to gender

Survey, year and Used oral contraceptives Used condoms Had ≥2 partners
comparison

Females Males Females Males Females Males

YRBS
1991 23.6 (3.0) 13.9 (1.2) 39.7 (3.0) 57.4 (2.1) 18.0 (1.3) 39.1 (2.1)
1993 19.4 (1.1) 11.7 (1.1) 47.8 (1.4) 61.6 (2.1) 19.2 (1.3) 39.6 (1.9)
1995 18.3 (1.7) 11.7 (1.9) 49.2 (2.8) 61.6 (2.8) 16.1 (1.8) 37.5 (2.8)
1997 17.6 (1.8) 11.3 (1.6) 51.9 (1.7) 63.8 (1.4) 19.2 (1.3) 34.0 (1.9)
Trend over time ns ns p<.001 p<.05 ns p<.05

NSFG/NSAM
1988 33.8 (3.7) 27.6 (3.4) 38.4 (4.3) 61.5 (4.3) 8.7 (2.6) 19.0 (3.1)
1995 20.7 (3.2) 24.7 (4.4) 41.5 (3.6) 72.1 (3.2) 15.3 (2.8) 20.5 (3.4)
Trend over time p<.01 ns ns p<.05 ns ns

Add Health
1995 25.6 (1.8) 20.1 (1.7) 53.1 (2.0) 64.2 (2.3) u u

Differences between surveys in 1995
YRBS vs. NSFG/NSAM ns p<.01 ns p<.05 ns p<.001
NSFG/NSAM vs. Add 

Health ns ns p<.01 p<.05 na na
YRBS vs. Add Health p<.01 p<.01 ns ns na na

Notes: The denominator for analyses includes all high school–attending adolescents aged 15–17 who reported having had sexual in-
tercourse in the past three months and who completed the survey. Estimates for racial and ethnic subgroups are not presented, as
multiple cells contained less than 100 respondents. Comparable data on number of partners are not available from Add Health. ns=non-
significant. na=not applicable. u=unavailable.


