
Volume 35,Number 2, June 2009 International Perspectives on Sexual and Reproductive Health

Role of Parents in Adolescent Sexual Activity in Four African Countries

TABLE2.Amongunmarried 15–19-year-olds,adjustedodds ratios from logistic regressionanalysis identifyingassociations
betweenparental involvementmeasures andhavinghad sex in the last 12months,according togender and country

Variable Burkina Faso Ghana Malawi Uganda

Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male
(N=1,279) (N=1,669) (N=1,175) (N=1,249) (N=890) (N=1,133) (N=1,075) (N=1,288)

Livingarrangement
Withbothparents/parent figures 0.88 0.91 0.65 0.65 0.80 1.21 0.56* 1.17
Withmother only 1.26 1.05 1.21 0.53 0.82 1.03 1.02 1.25
With father only 0.78 1.04 1.16 1.33 0.41 1.73 1.10 1.37
Withnone (ref) 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00

Parent/parentfiguremonitoring
Low 6.94*** 5.35*** 7.73*** 4.37*** 1.49 2.36** 7.28*** 5.10***
Medium 2.71*** 1.74** 2.70*** 2.37** 0.79 1.24 3.15*** 2.39***
High (ref) 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00

Parents/parentfiguresever talked to
adolescentabout sex-relatedmatters
Yes 1.08 1.33 1.34 1.04 0.95 2.19*** 1.53* 0.95
No (ref) 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00

Parents/parentfiguresevergave information
aboutcontraceptivemethods
Yes 1.11 2.98 1.07 1.64 0.67 1.00 1.31 1.58
No (ref) 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00

Age 2.59*** 3.08*** 2.35*** 2.61** 2.14** 1.99*** 1.85** 2.19***

Currently in school
Yes 0.47* 0.47* 0.30*** 0.51* 0.33*** 0.46*** 0.31*** 0.46***
No (ref) 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00

Frequency of religious attendance
<once aweek (ref) 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
Once aweek 0.67 1.05 1.32 1.22 0.63 2.05 1.36 2.03**
>once aweek 0.77 1.07 1.08 1.32 0.69 1.89 1.04 2.57***

Residence
Urban 1.21 0.94 1.36 1.12 1.95* 0.62 0.57 1.08
Rural (ref) 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00

Householdwealth index
Poorest (ref) 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
Second 0.94 1.04 1.44 0.92 1.91 1.22 1.07 1.22
Third 1.04 1.21 1.26 1.22 1.41 1.19 1.15 1.13
Fourth 1.30 1.32 1.23 0.99 1.47 0.98 1.19 1.13
Wealthiest 1.24 2.31** 0.43* 0.73 1.06 0.72 1.57 1.31

*p<.05.**p<.01.***p<.001.Notes:Analysis adjusted for the surveys’complex sample designs.Ns are unweighted. ref=reference category.


