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the treatment rate for postabortion complications in the 
Central region is far lower—just five per 1,000 women 
aged 15–44. The Oriental region has the lowest treatment
rate (four); this rate is likely an underestimate.

At 93% of the facilities sampled in the Health Facilities
Survey, dilation and curettage (D&C) was the most com-
monly used method in postabortion care; manual vacuum
aspiration was the most commonly used method at only
7% of facilities (not shown).

Abortion Incidence
Our medium estimate of the number of induced abortions
in Colombia in 2008 was 400,400; the low estimate was
307,700 and the high estimate was 493,700 (Table 2). The
medium estimate of the abortion rate was 39 per 1,000
women of reproductive age, while the low and high esti-
mates were 30 and 48, respectively. As with abortion mor-
bidity, regional variation in abortion rates was substantial.
The medium estimate of the abortion rate was highest in
Bogotá (66 per 1,000 women aged 15–44) and lowest in
Oriental (18 abortions per 1,000). Estimates for the other
regions fall within this range: 24 in Central, 42 in Atlánti-
ca and 54 in Pacífica.

The medium estimate of the national abortion ratio was
52 abortions per 100 live births; the low and high esti-
mates were 40 and 65, respectively. The medium ratio in
Bogotá (97 per 100 live births) was almost twice the na-
tional estimate, while that in the Oriental region (23) was
less than half the national ratio.

The Health Facilities Survey asked respondents how
many legal abortions their facility had provided in 2008.
By weighting their responses, we calculate that 322 legal
abortions were performed in Colombia in 2008 (not
shown).

Trends in Abortion Morbidity and Incidence
The number of women treated for complications of in-
duced abortion in Colombia increased from 57,700 in
1989 to 93,300 in 2008 (Table 3). This is an increase of
62%, more than twice the increase in the population of
women aged 15–44 (28%). The estimated rate of treat-
ment for complications of induced abortion increased by
26%, from seven cases per 1,000 women of reproductive
age to nine cases. Health system reforms and the increase
in the use of misoprostol probably played a role in this in-
crease.

The number of induced abortions in Colombia in-
creased from 288,400 in 1989 to 400,400 in 2008, an 
increase of 39%. However, the abortion rate increased by
only 8%, from 36 to 39 per 1,000, mainly because the pop-
ulation of women of reproductive age increased at a rate
(28%) not very different from that of the number of abor-
tions. The abortion ratio increased sharply, by 49%, from
35 induced abortions per 100 live births in 1989 to 52 per
100 live births in 2008; this rise was due mostly to the de-
cline in fertility in Colombia. In sum, while the rate of abor-
tion complications and the ratio of induced abortions to

TABLE 3. Selected demographic and abortion-related
 measures, by year, and percentage change between 1989
and 2008, Colombia 

Measure 1989* 2008 % 
change

Demographic
No. of women aged 15–44 7,968,123 10,222,960 28
No. of births 820,017 764,338 –7

No. of women treated for abortion complications
Any abortion 76,905 115,325 50
Spontaneous abortion 19,226 21,989 14
Induced abortion 57,679 93,336 62

Abortion measures
No. of induced abortions 288,395 400,412 39
Abortion rate† 36.2‡ 39.2 8
Abortion ratio§ 35.2 52.4 49
Induced abortion 

treatment rate** 7.2 9.1 26

*Unless otherwise noted, data for 1989 are from reference 11. †Number of abor-
tions per 1,000 women aged 15–44. ‡The originally published rate (33.7) was
per 1,000 women aged 15–49; we recalculated the rate per 1,000 women aged
15–44. §Number of abortions per 100 live births. **Cases per 1,000 women
aged 15–44.

FIGURE 1. Percentage distribution of pregnancies, by out-
come, Colombia, 1989 and 2008
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