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Contraceptive Use and Pregnancy Risk Among U.S. High School Students

TABLE 4.  Percentage distribution of sexually active female high school students, by contraceptive method used at last sexual

intercourse, and pregnancy risk score, both according to grade, 1991 and 2003

Method 1991 2003

9 10 11 12 9 10 11 12
(N=316) (N=551) (N=619) (N=818) (N=346) (N=547) (N=746) (N=895)

Pill only 4.1 (1.0) 20.2 (3.5) 23.9 (3.9) 28.0 (2.3) 8.2 (3.1) 7.8 (1.2) 16.2 (2.5) 20.2 (2.3)
Condom only 46.1 (3.7) 33.1 (3.4) 37.7 (3.5) 30.0 (2.6) 60.7 (5.1) 58.5 (3.5) 46.0 (3.0) 40.1 (2.4)
Pill and condom 4.2 (1.9) 3.3 (1.1) 2.9 (0.9) 2.6 (0.7) 3.2 (1.4) 5.5 (1.5) 7.5 (1.4) 6.7 (1.4)
Withdrawal 17.2 (3.4) 22.1 (3.4) 17.2 (2.1) 19.4 (2.8) 6.7 (2.2) 9.4 (1.8) 11.3 (1.4) 13.9 (2.0)
Injectable u u u u 2.8 (1.5) 3.1 (0.9) 2.7 (0.6) 4.0 (0.7)
Injectable and condom u u u u 2.4 (1.1) 1.7 (0.7) 1.9 (0.6) 1.5 (0.6)
Other method 1.6 (1.0) 3.6 (1.5) 1.4 (0.7) 2.5 (1.3) 0.6 (0.4) 1.8 (0.7) 1.9 (0.6) 3.0 (0.9)
Other and condom 0.0 (0.0) 0.0 (0.0) 0.2 (0.2) 0.1 (0.1) 0.5 (0.5) 0.9 (0.6) 0.2 (0.2) 0.2 (0.2)
No method 25.7 (4.7) 17.0 (2.2) 16.2 (2.7) 16.1 (2.1) 14.2 (3.0) 10.6 (2.0) 11.8 (1.5) 10.5 (1.0)
Not sure 1.2 (0.8) 0.8 (0.5) 0.5 (0.4) 1.2 (0.6) 0.8 (0.5) 0.7 (0.3) 0.8 (0.3) 0.0 (0.0)
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Pregnancy risk score 35.0 (3.6) 27.8 (1.6) 26.0 (2.1) 26.7 (1.7) 25.2 (2.3)** 21.8 (1.7)** 22.0 (1.2)** 20.7 (0.9)**

**Trend in pregnancy risk from 1991 to 2003 significant at p<.01. Notes: Figures in parentheses are standard errors. The pregnancy risk score is based on method-
specific contraceptive failure rates and the proportion using each method. u=unavailable. Percentages may not total 100.0 because of rounding.


