
The Incidence of Abortion in Nigeria

International Perspectives on Sexual and Reproductive Health174

Number and Rates of Induced Abortion
The multipliers, which account not only for women who 
did not receive care for complications but also those who 
did not have complications, ranged from 3.9 in the South 
East to 8.4 in the North West (Table 3). Application of 
these multipliers yields an estimate that 1.25 million in-
duced abortions occurred in Nigeria in 2012; our lower 
and upper estimates are 963,000 and 1.54 million. Overall, 
we estimate that the national induced abortion rate was 33 
per 1,000 women aged 15–49 (confidence interval, 25–40 
per 1,000), somewhat higher than the estimated rate of 25 
per 1,000 women aged 15–44 (or 23 per 1,000 women 

health facilities in 2012 (Table 3). These cases accounted 
for 60% of all women treated for any abortion-related com-
plication in 2012 (not shown).

However, not every woman who has complications 
from unsafe abortion serious enough to require treatment 
in health facilities obtains the care she needs. According 
to estimates from the Health Professionals Survey, 40% of 
women who had an abortion in 2012 had complications 
warranting treatment in a facility. On the basis of this pro-
portion, we estimate that an additional 285,000 women (or 
seven per 1,000 women aged 15–49) had abortion compli-
cations but did not receive care that year (not shown).

TABLE 2. Estimated number of women treated for complications of spontaneous or induced abortions, and associated measures, by facility type,  
according to geopolitical zone, Nigeria, 2012

Facility type  Geopolitical zone All

North West North East North Central South West South South South East 

NUMBER OF WOMEN TREATED
Public/government 42,501 37,955 24,300 35,570 25,009 25,631 190,967 
Teaching hospital/FMC 3,765 3,236 5,052 5,205 8,357 12,297 37,912 
General/specialist hospital 35,061 21,418 8,543 25,668 10,591 11,650 112,931 
Cottage hospital/CHC/clinic 797 2,136 6,575 4,616 6,062 1,645 21,831 
Maternity center 2,878 11,165 4,130 81 0 40 18,293 

             
Private* 27,724 10,584 23,717 23,603 47,775 30,026 163,429 
Hospital 10,794 5,268 12,327 21,759 23,178 18,686 92,012 
Clinic/medical center 2,861 2,090 1,399 1,078 21,516 850 29,794 
Maternity center 14,068 3,226 9,990 767 3,082 10,490 41,624 

             
Total 70,225 48,539 48,017 59,173 72,784 55,658 354,397 

             
PERCENTAGES/RATES              
% of complications treated in public facilities 61 78 51 60 34 46 54 
Treatment rate 7.7 10.0 8.8 9.5 9.4 11.9 9.3 
Public/government facilities 4.6 7.8 4.5 5.7 3.2 5.5 5.0 
Private facilities 3.0 2.2 4.4 3.8 6.2 6.4 4.3 

*Includes 31 facilities run by nongovernmental organizations or missions. Notes: All values are adjusted to correct for misclassification. Treatment rate refers to number of women who re-
ceived treatment in the specified facilities per 1,000 women aged 15–49 in the general population. Sums of values may not equal totals because of rounding. FMC=Federal medical center. 
CHC=Comprehensive health center.

TABLE 3.  Measures used to estimate abortion levels, and key indicators of incidence, by geopolitical zone, Nigeria, 2012

 Measure Zone All

North West North East North Central South West South South South East 

ABORTION-RELATED
No. of late miscarriages 66,340 33,574 31,212 38,973 29,582 23,122 222,802 
No. of women treated for abortion complications 70,225 48,539 48,017 59,173 72,784 55,658 354,397 
No. of women treated for complications of spontaneous abortion 27,199 16,552 20,912 35,231 21,595 20,948 142,438 
No. of women treated for complications of induced abortion 43,025 31,987 27,105 23,942 51,189 34,710 211,959 
% of treated complications due to induced abortion 61 66 56 40 70 62 60 
Multiplier 8.4 7.2 5.5 6.9 4.2 3.9  na 
No. of abortions 360,552 229,029 147,723 164,003 214,483 134,326 1,250,117 
   Lower estimate 300,270 182,584 117,475 98,807 178,896 84,758 962,791 
   Upper estimate 420,834 275,474 177,970 229,200 250,071 183,894 1,537,443 

DEMOGRAPHIC
No. of women aged 15–49 11,636,504 5,649,521 5,459,670 6,186,806 4,842,436 4,385,825 38,160,762 
No. of live births 1,945,456 984,578 915,300 1,142,895 867,514 678,052 6,533,794 

RATES/RATIOS
Induced abortion rate* 31.0 40.5 27.1 26.5  44.3 30.6 32.8
   Lower estimate 25.8 32.3 21.5 16.0 36.9 19.3 25.2
   Upper estimate 36.2 48.8 32.6 37.0 51.6 41.9 40.3
Induced abortion ratio† 18.5 23.3 16.1 14.3 24.7 19.8 19.1
Induced abortion treatment rate‡ 3.7 5.7 5.0 3.9 10.6 7.9 5.6 

*Number of abortions per 1,000 women aged 15–49. †Number of abortions per 100 live births. ‡Number of women receiving postabortion care per 1,000 women aged 15–49. Sources: 
Abortion-related measures—Health Facilities Survey and Health Professionals Survey. No. of women aged 15–49—reference 11. No. of live births—Calculated from data in reference 10. 




